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equally useful and pleasing story taken from the
sacred pages, or from the lives of the saints. Or he
will arrange among the children a competition bear-
ing on the Christian doctrine, and will feast their
rustic eyes on this agreeable sight; or he will devise
something else of this kind, that is wont to attract the
people. Somewhat more time is spent in public
prayers; the evening prayers begin a little earlier,
and end with the solemn benediction which the
priest, raising aloft the most blessed Sacrament,
imparts to the adoring multitude. Thus, Reverend
Father, the Hurons of Lorette have their day divided
and ordered, as Your Reverence especially desired
to know. If you inquire what are their yearly occu-
pations, these vary with the different seasons. After
having gathered in the crops, they occupy themselves
with hunting the beaver, whose richly-furred and
highly-prized skins form the chief staple of Canadian
commerce. This hunting lasts two or three months.
When the feast of all Saints draws nigh, all the
hunters return home to attend the divine mysteries,
and relieve by pious prayers the souls of the dead, a
duty which they perform with remarkable piety and
attention. The feast-days over, they immediately
return to the forest and to their hunt, laboring
thereat until the beginning of December. Then,
leaving the forest, they come home again to celebrate
the feast-day of the Virgin conceived without stain;
also that of St. Francis Xavier, whom they honor
with a special zeal as being, besides St. Joseph,
another guardian and patron of the Canadian Mis-
sions. All, by the sacrament of penance, discharge
the debts that they have contracted toward God,—
doing so a few days before the feast itself, that they



